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export value being nearly 26,000,000 sterling. Barley,
maize and fodder occupy 5,000,000 acres and sugar 4,000,000
acres.
Tea is a highly important product of India. Assam is
regarded as the home of the tea plant, and it is natural that
this province should be the most outstanding producer.
European capital has developed the industry very substantially
during the present century. In 1885 the area under tea in
India was 283,925 acres, the yield from which was 71,525,977
pounds. To-day the area is nearly 800,000 with a yield
approaching 364,000,000 pounds. The value of India's tea
exports is ^21,000,000 annually, and of this Great Britain
absorbs 90 per cent. Coffee has been introduced into certain
districts of Bengal.
India's cattle position is still discouraging. Cows yield
small quantities of poor milk. There are over 150,000,000
cattle in British India, and bullocks and buffaloes form the
main draught animals. Humped cattle are the most common.
In certain respects they are picturesque in appearance and their
patience and endurance are remarkable. Fawn/coloured on
the upper parts of the body, they are usually pale cream under
the belly and on the lower parts of the legs. The way they
nod their heads while walking or trotting is very charming.
There is a famous trotting breed of bullocks bred in the
Central Provinces, while the large and majestic oxen of
Gujarat in Bombay and Hariana in the Punjab are popular
where loads are heavy and the soil sandy. The agricultural
authorities have done much to weaken the menace of nnder/
pest among Indian cattle. Buffaloes are popular in the wet
deltaic districts, not only because they are more weighty but
also because they like to wallow in the numerous silty pools
to be found in such districts. These buffaloes yield good
|fe* (a kind of butter), but are rather uncertain in temper.
They seem to take a violent dislike to certain human beings,
and, as they possess long spreading horns and enormous
foreheads, their charge is not by any means relished. I have